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“We are told that Contract, like God, is 
dead. And so it is. Indeed the point is 
hardly worth arguing anymore [….] the 
most lovingly detailed knowledge of the 
present state of things the most up-to-the-
minute list-begins to be useful to us only 
when we are in a position to compare it 
with what we know about what was going 
on last year and the year before that and 
so on back through the floating mists of 
time. […] There are few things more fa-
scinating in our jurisprudence than the 
organization of what comes, almost im-
mediately, to be perceived as a new field 
of law, […] the common law had done 
very nicely for several centuries without 
anyone realizing that there was such a 
thing as the law of contracts”. (Grant Gil-
more, The Death of Contract, Columbus, 
Ohio, 1974)
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